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2024 Budget Highlights  
 

The District’s overall revenue budget for 2024 is up by $21,354,093 and total budgeted expenses are 

up by $15,209,425 compared to the 2023 budget. Below are major factors for the budget increase:  

Revenue:  

 General fund property taxes are esƟmated to increase by $15,357,000 compared to 2023. This 

number will be updated aŌer the District receives the final cerƟficaƟon of values from the 

counƟes.  
 

 The 2024 total grants budget is up by $1,628,000. This is mainly due to the SAFER (Staffing for 

Adequate Fire and Emergency Response) grant awarded to the District in 2023.  The grant has 

a potenƟal payout of $5,027,472 over a three‐year period. The District esƟmates to receive 

$1,286,548 from this grant during the budget year 2024. 
 

 EMS revenue budget for 2024 is projected to go up by $2,372,500 compared to 2023. The 

growing demand in EMS services and the anƟcipated increase in the Medicaid supplemental 

payment program are major contributors for the increase. 

Expenses: 

 Total Salaries for 2024 are expected to go up by $3,345,000. The District plans to hire 13 new 

recruits, 4 civilian full Ɵme, 1 fleet mechanic, and 1 part Ɵme fleet support technician posiƟons 

in 2024.  All acƟve full‐Ɵme employees during 2023 will get a 5% salary increase in 2024. 
 

  Employee benefits are up by $1,161,528 due  to projected  staffing and salary  increases  in 

2024.  Heath  insurance  premiums  and  employer  pension  contribuƟon  rates  are  also 

anƟcipated to go slightly up next year. 
 

 The  2024  capital  projects  budget  increased  by  $7,576,715 mainly  due  to  the  $7,000,000 

budget set aside for the construcƟon of a new storage facility at West Mississippi Avenue near 

staƟon 7. The District also has major staƟon remodel projects scheduled  in 2024  including 

staƟon 2, 13, and 14. More details on capital projects can be found on pages 38 to 41. 
 

 Apparatus replacement budget is up by $1,062,344 due to rising prices, advance orders and 

carry overs from 2023 caused by supply chain issues. Details on apparatus budget on page 52. 
 

 Maintenance  costs  increased  $1,137,885  mostly  from  rising  fleet  maintenance  service 

demands and costs. The fleet service fees have been adjusted to reflect the current market. 

At the end of the 2024 budget year, the District projects a fund balance of $57,450,937. This includes 

$3,725,106 in restricted funds for emergency reserves and debt services; $14,182,205 commiƩed for 

capital projects; $8,414,768 assigned to  internal service funds; and $31,128,858 unassigned under 

the general fund.  
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Sticky Note
Net decrease of $2million in budgeted expenses; mainly from adjustments to reduce the 5% salary increase initially applied to 2024 pay rates instead of 2023. 
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Sticky Note
Reduced by $2,120,000 to adjust for the 5% salary increase initially applied to 2024 pay scale instead of 2023.
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Sticky Note
Increased by 120,000 for new bunker gear, bunker cleaning, SCBA's and radios

bmulaw
Sticky Note
Net decrease of $2million in total budgeted expenses. 

















 













 









WEST METRO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

Life Safety Division 

 
 

The Life Safety division is tasked with preventing or reducing property damage, injury, 
and loss of life due to fire.  This division oversees inspections of buildings and businesses 
to check for compliance with safety standards.  Building permits are issued after the 
appropriate plan review has been completed by uniformed personnel working in the 
division.  Fire systems are inspected annually, and other permits are issued to include 
hazardous materials permits and firework tent sales. 

The Investigations unit, under Life Safety division, is a team of uniformed personnel 
charged with investigating all fires within the District. The mission of the Fire 
Investigations unit includes proper examination of the fire or explosion scene, successful 
prosecution of offenders, and intervention in connection with juvenile fire setter 
education. 

Other Community support programs under Life Safety division include community 
education, Child passenger safety, family fire muster and support network.  
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Questions or 
Requests 

ddress  to   
Finance Director, 
Bruk Mulaw 

433 South Allison Parkway 
Lakewood, Colorado  80226 
Phone: 303-989-4307 
Web-site: www.WestMetroFire.org 




